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HALLS CREEK - ACCOMMODATION AND SUPPORT INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Indigenous Affairs 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Indigenous Affairs) [5.43 pm]:  On 15 February this year, I 
visited Halls Creek and announced a $21.6 million package for the community that will provide safe 
accommodation and support for children who are most at risk.  This initiative was developed in consultation with 
the Halls Creek community, the Shire of Halls Creek and state government agencies. 

As the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, my priority is to provide a safe and supportive environment for children 
in need of immediate protection.  Another area of concern to be addressed in this initiative is the introduction of 
a school truancy and responsible parenting program that is aimed at addressing family violence and alcohol and 
other drug abuse.  Included in the $21.6 million package will be two residential care homes in Halls Creek for 
children aged zero to six years and six to 15 years.  This initiative will make a significant contribution to help 
address some of the most serious problems that plague the Halls Creek community.  The hostel complex will be 
located on an existing Department of Community Development property, which will be renovated and extended.  
Once fully implemented, the hostel complex will be able to support up to 18 children ranging in age from zero to 
15 years. 
The state government’s commitment also includes the provision of improved foster care services, with additional 
funding for a total of 18 children.  It is expected that many of these children will have special developmental, 
educational and health requirements.  As part of the package, special assistance will be provided to meet these 
needs and, if appropriate, a plan will be put in place to reunite the children with their families.  Supporting 
parents and extended family members who struggle to raise children and young people who are truant from 
school or who engage in other antisocial behaviour is also an important issue for the community in Halls Creek.  
I believe parents and students will benefit from additional school resources that will provide homework classes 
and after-school sports and other activities, as well as counselling services.  The education and truancy initiative 
will include the employment of a local indigenous person who will liaise with an elders reference group, as well 
as the school board.  The $21.6 million package builds on the government’s commitment to improving services 
in Halls Creek.  Members will remember that last year the state government approved $15 million for a number 
of projects in Halls Creek.  These included - 

the construction of four new public rental properties - which are due for completion midyear; 
the upgrade and refurbishment of eight public rental homes - four of those refurbishments have been 
completed; 
the purchase and development of 12 lots for new public rental housing and 10 lots for government 
officers’ housing - those lots are expected to be available by the end of March; 
the appointment of a new community child protection worker; 
detoxification services at the new Halls Creek hospital - these have been in place since July 2006; 
expanding the Halls Creek homemaker program; 
an indigenous employment initiative; and 
the construction of six two-bedroom units for government regional officers’ housing - these are due for 
completion in October. 

I think this speaks volumes for our government’s commitment to the people of Halls Creek. 
 


